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Assessment Policy

This policy should be read in conjunction with the Feedback and Marking Policy
Due to the fact that the majority of our pupils have Spld and complex learning difficulties, we cannot rely on writing alone to assess and therefore evidence their learning. 

In the light of this and much of the contemporary literature on Dyslexia
, we use a multitude of methods to gain an understanding of the children’s development. These include more formal means such as written tasks, data gathered from educational software
 and Standardised tests
, but also include information collected in an informal way from individual teacher-pupil feedback, screen shots of work done
, photographs, audio files, video files, mind-maps, diagrams, story boards and so on.

The purpose of this wide range of methods of assessment is so that the pupils’ progress is not unfairly limited by their recording capabilities; it is to ensure their educational experience is captured by as many different methods as possible to show their true intellectual progress and development.

Assessment at Belgrave is an on-going, moment-by-moment evaluation.  All assessment procedures should be part of a coherent system.  

Assessment should be 

· Appropriate

· Standardised in test and procedures

· Confidential, but accessible to all those concerned

· Used effectively -  to prepare planning, for teaching and future progress development

Taster Day

Initial assessments which include:
(!/2 day assessment for tests)
· teacher observation

· standardised testing

· diagnostic testing

· social and emotional aspects

Assessments for Teaching  
Teacher observation and marking of pupil’s work on a day-to-day basis.  This will become the basis for short term planning.
The Primary Blue Class will use age expectations for a given school year as a measurement of level and progress. 
Teachers will follow standardised assessments.  Pupils will be assessed twice a year in October and the end of June and other times as necessary.  Assessment results will be entered and will form the basis of ongoing target setting and planning.  

Diagnostic assessments using a variety of reliable, well proven assessment tools will indicate the best ways of teaching.
e.g.

· CAT Tests

· Nessy reading and spelling assessments, 

· WRAT 4 Mathematics

· WRAT 4 Reading
· WRAT 4 Comprehension

· WRAT 4 Spelling

· Dash handwriting

· MyMaths (Oxford University Press) 

· Turner and Ridsdale (verbal and working memory)

· TVPS (visual assessment)

· CTOPP (phonological assessment)

· TOWRE (processing)

· Learning Styles (Nessy Brainbooster & Alexander)
· Full Educational Psychologist Reports

· Specialist Teacher Reports
These assessments can be referred to a specialist assessor based at the Bristol Dyslexia Centre.
Monitoring & Target Setting
All assessment results will be presented to the Headteacher who will monitor progress. 
This will form the basis of specific individual planning.

	Taster day              Feedback             Half Termly            Standardisation       External Assessments
Initial assessments  >  of pupils             >  teacher assessment   >  Oct & June assessments > Foundation &
& observations                everyday work           pupil self assessment        & as necessary                         higher levels GCSEs
                                                                                                                                                               Also: Entry Level
                                                                                                                                                                            Functional Skills


Reporting to Parents

Formal parent’s evenings to discuss progress & attainments
Yearly report in June
Open parent consultations as required.

E-Mailing and telephone correspondence as necessary
IEPs – Individual Education Plans / Assessment For Learning Plans (AFLs)/ Individual Pupil Progess Tracking Document
This document is our "Golden Thread" where we Assess, Plan, Do, Review on a half termly frequency. 

Behind this tracking system is the idea that we use a triangulation approach to assessing our pupils’ ongoing progress and need for intervention: Quantitative (levels and standardardised scores), Qualitative (a narrative approach that allows for an ongoing comment) and Social, Emotional and Mental health. A combination of these three factors gives us a more nuanced understanding and focused intervention.
Micro-assessments 

Assessment at its most effective is not based on periodic crude quantitative tests but is ongoing and qualitative, taking into accounts the psychology. Mental health, comprehension and understanding the context of concepts. It is contextualised in real time and real life. A test tests what it tests and so leaves most things untested. This is thus a poor assessment of growth. More than this, any true experiment, according to the theory of science (and assessment testing is meant to be scientific) should control it variables and any extraneous limiting factors. What this means is that if a dyslexic is only examined through the media and channel where they are by definition weakest (often reading and writing), then using reading and writing as the means of assessment will not give a proper indication of comprehension and progress. The assessment will be limited by the means of assessment. 
Assessment should be in micro-time, not left to tests, or even just left to the production of written work. Rather it should also within a lesson be interactive and verbal. The pupil should be gently questioned continually in a way and in the context of a teaching relationship that is non-threatening. And then adjustments should be made in real time, in terms of methodology of teaching, grouping and curriculum. To leave it to the end of unit testing will inevitably mean that much productive time is lost. 
See Summary Assessment Process Table for Senior School
� The Rose report


� For example Nessy, My Maths, Number Shark 5.


� We use Standardised Tests twice a year (WRAT 4).


� For example screen shots of BBC Bitesize or other online tests and activities.


� Many dyslexics have a cognitive High IQ and score highly with verbal expression but there is huge disparity when their hand writing only is used for assessment.


� For example, pupils who have to express their learning through writing, and find this a struggle, will be limited in advancing in a subject if that is the only medium that is used. GCSE exams allow pupils to use Dragon, laptops, scribes if that is their normal way of working. 





